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Pastor Roger Riedel

Office: 787.3856

Home: 787.7078 Cell: 920.765.2883
revriedel8@juno.com
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What Does Baby Jesus Have to do With Me?

Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His Word.
|l And at last to us did send; Christ the sinner’s help and friend. (CW 28:1)

Jesus is born! But where can He be found? He did not come displaying His power, but instead, He came in a very humble way, being born in
a barn, surrounded by animals of the Father’s creation. The angels announced His arrival. They sang and praised Him as they urged the shep-
herds to run into town to see Him. At long last, the Savior, the King of the Jews, had arrived. What was the shepherds' response? After they had
seen Him, they started telling everyone they met, "Jesus is born!" What tremendous joy and excitement they must have felt. This is the reason
they had been waiting and waiting.

Later He was revealed to the Gentiles. God used a star to prompt the Magi in their search for Jesus from the day He was born. He is the Sav-
ior for all people. The magi traveled a long way to worship Jesus, to fall at His feet and offer the gifts they bore. And yet, they did not hesitate to
find Him. They did not turn back because the traveling was too much or because they felt they would miss out on other activities back home.
They found Jesus and His parents at their home in Bethlehem. With joy, they presented their gifts and headed back to their homeland. It may
not seem that it was worth the journey only to turn around and leave. However, they were able to take the precious message of His birth back
with them. The Savior, Jesus Christ, had finally come!

We don't have to go far to find Jesus. We are so blessed in this country that the message is in our hearts and so readily available for our eyes.
All we need to do is see it. It is all around us. So how is it that there are still people here, in the United States, who don't know the amazing mes-
sage of God's love in the Bible? They have not yet had Christ revealed to them. Do they need angels to come down and blow their trumpets and
praise God? It would be amazing to see, but that is not the way the Lord works in our day. Instead, He works through us to spread the
Word. God has His messengers, His instruments, who know that Jesus was born and know the rest of what Jesus accomplished for us. Jesus
died on the cross and defeated sin, death, and the power of the devil for ALL people! What an amazing gift!

What is our response to this wonderful gift we have been given? Do we bottle it up inside ourselves and not want to share it with anyone? If
so, it doesn't seem like that great of a gift then, does it? When people receive an amazing gift, they tend to tell others about it, usually in a loud
voice so that other people can hear also.

Are we so moved at the thought of Jesus’ birth that we want to give Him gifts? We may not have the ability to buy expensive perfumes or give
gold or money. Financial gifts are not the only ways to serve the Lord. Some of our gifts include cleaning the church, teaching Sunday School,
assisting with church activities, serving meals or snacks in the kitchen, spending time with the children of the congregation, visiting members
who can no longer enjoy fellowship at church, reaching out to that neighbor or friend who may not know the message of Jesus, or coming to en-
joy fellowship time with each other. These are only a few of the gifts we can give back to Jesus. We all have received a gift from above. “Every
good and perfect gift is from above.” (James 1:17) What is yours? Have you found it?

Mission assignments for this month:

1. Rejoice and give thanks for the availability of God’s Word in our country. Pray that it continues to be spread to others.

2. How is that studying of your Bible coming? Continue to dive into the Word, at home and in Bible class.

3. Think about what gifts you can offer in service to the Lord. Where do your talents lie? How can you use those talents to serve the Lord? If
you aren't sure what options might be available, please speak to Pastor Riedel or one of the church council members.

Where ever your gifts may lie, embrace them. Bring them to the Lord in humble service as a gift. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working of the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you
are serving.” (Colossians 3:23-24) Using our God-given gifts is the best Christmas present we can give to our Lord.




